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Q1 2015 activities update

Click here to see
our quarterly review of

program highlights

Against the backdrop of increasing levels of global anti-Semitism driven in 
part by anti-Israel activity, the first few months of 2015 were characterized 
by prejudicial reporting of terror against European Jewish communities.

HonestReporting was busy responding, achieving some notable corrections 
and coverage.
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International Business Times removes 
conspiracy theory story following HR 
intervention.     SCREENSHOT: IBTIMES.COM

2

HR launches complaint against BBC 
over reporter Tim Willcox’s outrageous 
assertion at a Paris rally that 
“Palestinians suffer greatly at Israeli 
hands.” HR’s comments and reaction 
were covered in the Jewish News, Israel 
National News, and Hamodia.
ILLUSTRATION: HONESTREPORTING

3

Following the Paris attacks, veteran 
anchor Jim Clancy launched an 
astonishing outburst against pro-
Israel advocates on Twitter resulting 
in his resignation from CNN.  
HonestReporting was cited on the 
issue by The Algemeiner, Israel National 
News, and Newsbusters.
SCREENSHOT: CNN

PARIS TERROR
The appalling terror 
attacks on the Charlie Hebdo 
magazine and Kosher 
supermarket in Paris 
generated huge amounts 
of media coverage. 
Unfortunately, some of 
it included anti-Israel 
and even anti-Semitic 
references.
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HR’s critique of the BBC’s refusal to 
call the Paris attacks “terrorism” 
was used by Student News Daily as 
an educational tool for recognizing 
media bias. 
ILLUSTRATION: HONESTREPORTING
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http://honestreporting.com/charlie-hebdo-attack-brings-out-the-conspiracy-theorists/
http://honestreporting.com/charlie-hebdo-attack-brings-out-the-conspiracy-theorists/
http://www.jewishnews.co.uk/willcox/
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/189837#.VRhTnpOUd5B
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/189837#.VRhTnpOUd5B
http://hamodia.com/2015/01/12/bbc-reporter-cited-bias-paris-rally-coverage/
http://www.algemeiner.com/2015/01/08/cnn-anchor-jim-clancy-derides-pro-israel-opponents-insults-disabled-in-angry-twitter-exchange/
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/189672#.VLJmeSuUdEI
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/189672#.VLJmeSuUdEI
http://newsbusters.org/blogs/tom-blumer/2015/01/09/cnns-jim-clancy-melts-down-twitter-over-paris-massacres-cause
http://www.studentnewsdaily.com/example-of-media-bias/paris-attacks-terror-not-according-to-bbc/
http://www.honestreporting.com


1

Following extensive correspondence 
with the Daily Mail’s editorial team, 
amendments were made to the article 
and a clarification issued:

“An earlier version of this 
article stated that Israel 
had opened river dams in 
the south of the country, 
causing flooding in the 
Gaza strip. In fact, there 
are no dams in southern 
Israel and the flooding 
was caused by rain and 
drainage issues. We are 
happy to clarify this.”

HonestReporting’s role was covered 
in The Jerusalem Post and Commentary 
Magazine.     SCREENSHOT: DAILYMAIL.CO.UK

FIXING A  
FLOOD LIBEL
The false charge that Israel 
had opened southern dams, 
causing flooding in Gaza, 
appeared on the Daily Mail’s 
website, the world’s most-
read news site.

1

EXPOSING AN IRISH TImES jOuRNALIST
HR’s Simon Plosker engaged with Irish  
Times journalist Kitty Holland on Twitter  
over charges of Israeli “war crimes.” The  
response exposed Holland’s real agenda:

Increased direct 
Twitter engagement 
allows HR to 
dialogue directly 
with journalists and 
to expose them to 
public scrutiny. This 
particular incident 
was covered by Israel 
National News.
SCREENSHOT: TWITTER
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http://www.jpost.com/Israel-News/Daily-Mail-epic-geography-fail-UK-paper-claimed-Israel-flooded-Gazas-major-West-Bank-cities-392057
https://www.commentarymagazine.com/2015/02/24/flood-libel-propagandists-2015/
https://www.commentarymagazine.com/2015/02/24/flood-libel-propagandists-2015/
http://honestreporting.com/dam-busted-pt-2-more-dam-lies/
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/191824#.VO3QDvmUdEI
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/191824#.VO3QDvmUdEI
http://www.honestreporting.com


OTHER CORRECTIONS
HR achieved corrections in the 
following media outlets: 

•	 International Business Times

•	 The Times of London

•	 Daily Telegraph  x2

•	 LA Times

•	 The Guardian

OTHER MEDIA 
APPEARANCES
In addition to those already 
mentioned, HonestReporting was 
cited in the following: 

•	 Israel National News

•	 Jewish Press

HR staff also had opinion pieces 
published in: 

•	 The Times of Israel

•	 New York Jewish Week

•	 The Algemeiner + here, here, and here

SOCIAL MEDIA 
BY THE NUMBERS

Facebook:
Since January, HR’s 
Facebook Page has been 
joined by 4,000 new 
followers. 

Impressions (total 
number of times any 
Facebook user has been 
exposed to HR content) 
has reached 5.3 million by 
2.2 million users!

Average reach for each 
Facebook post is 28,300 
people.

Twitter:
2,000 new followers 
since January and 5,100 
interactions by 1,500 
Twitter users.
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http://honestreporting.com/ibt-multiplies-palestinian-casualty-figures-by-100/
http://honestreporting.com/the-times-delineates-a-jewish-border/
http://honestreporting.com/telegraph-israel-still-occupying-south-lebanon/
http://honestreporting.com/telegraph-photo-confuses-hezbollah-story-with-negev-bedouin-riots/
http://honestreporting.com/la-times-headline-kills-palestinian-terrorist/
http://honestreporting.com/the-guardian-electrifies-israeli-security-barrier/
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/Articles/Article.aspx/16507
http://www.jewishpress.com/news/breaking-news/bbcs-holocaust-tweet-shocker/2015/01/27/
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/copenhagen-terror-they-just-dont-get-it/
http://www.thejewishweek.com/editorial-opinion/opinion/how-about-giving-israels-views-chance
http://www.algemeiner.com/2015/03/23/for-israel-haters-conspiracy-lurks-even-in-food-ads/
http://www.algemeiner.com/2015/03/06/bds-and-cultural-boycotts/
http://www.algemeiner.com/2015/02/23/the-daily-beast-shows-its-support-for-bds/
http://www.algemeiner.com/2015/01/28/bbc-arabic-official-refuses-to-call-paris-attacks-terrorism/
http://www.honestreporting.com


ADS AND PuBLICITY
HR took out paid advertising in a number of media outlets. Most significantly, 
this included a sponsored full-page ad in The New York Times. The ad 
showcased a speech at the UN by Israel’s Ambassador Ron Prosor.

Ambassador Prosor 
personally thanked HR 
for its efforts on behalf 
of Israel.

In addition, HR ran 
multiple ads in the New 
York Jewish Week and LA 
Jewish Journal.

To see the full page NYT 
ad and read the entire 
printed text, view our 
archived PDF here.

WWW.HONESTREPORTING.COM

http://honestreporting.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/HR-NYTad-online.pdf
http://www.honestreporting.com


SPEAKING EVENTS

joe Hyams at CjP: Your Voice Matters
In the wake of the brutal terrorist attacks in Paris, 
everyone has a communal responsibility to help tell our 
collective story, HonestReporting CEO Joe Hyams told a 
gathering of the Combined Jewish Philanthropies (CJP) in 
Boston on January 15.

Joe served as keynote speaker at the Lawyers & 
Accountants Annual Reception. He was introduced 
by Barry Shrage, President of Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies. The night was co-chaired by Kimberly S. 
Creem and Edward D. Kutchen.

In his interactive presentation, Joe worked questions 
from the audience into his main theme – that the media’s 
misrepresentation of Israel is a threat to the shared story 
of the Jewish people.

“Israel is a great achievement that is a source of 
pride for the Jewish people,” he said. “Today, it’s 
being undermined as a story worth embracing and 
celebrating.”

But as Joe explained, the story can be reclaimed if we 
all work together to tell our story through social media. 
HonestReporting, which defends Israel against media 
bias, is leading the effort, and the CJP is a trailblazer in 
the Federation community through its Israel literacy and 
media awareness programs, he said.

The speech, titled, “Israel and the Media: Why Your Voice 
Matters,” looked at ways to keep the media honest, 
especially in its reporting of Israel. He noted that during 
last summer’s Gaza war, the media misused casualty 
figures to give the impression that Israel was the 
aggressor in the conflict.

In reality, he explained, Israel was defending its citizens 
against rocket attacks both offensively by pursuing those 
who fire the rockets and defensively by investing in the 
Iron Dome missile defense system and by building bomb 
shelters across the country.

“I will not apologize that we didn’t bleed more,” he said.
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Gary Kenzer appeared at the 
following venues:
• Scholar In Residence in Sonoma 

County California at Beth Ami in 
Santa Rosa, California as a guest 
of the Israel Committee of Sonoma 
County. (pictured)

• Media bias workshops for the 
Bureau of Jewish Education of 
the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Houston.

• Limmud Arizona attended by 
nearly 300 people.

• Temple Jeremiah High School, 
Illinois.

• Midwest NextGen Conference 
co-sponsored by the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Indianapolis, 
Indiana JCRC and the Consulate 
General of Israel to the Midwest.

2

Simon Plosker appeared at:
• Association of Americans and 

Canadians in Israel (AACI), Tel Aviv 
Seniors.

• Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya 
(IDC) Beyond Israel conference 
panel with StandWithUs, NGO 
Monitor and CAMERA. (pictured)

SPEAKING EVENTS
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Dear Joe,

I just wanted to take a minute to 
thank you for your terrific talk and 
subsequent discussion this past 
Sunday at Temple Beth Elohim. Your 
presentation was informative and 
insightful and your open and honest 
speaking style allowed for a terrific 
discussion session. I think our senior 
Rabbi summed it up best when he 
said, “This guy is really good.” Indeed! 
Thanks again for taking the time to 
share your message with us!

Robin Goldenson 
Co-Chair, Temple Beth Elohim Israel 
Events Program 
Bostonf
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Tired of seeing Israel slammed in the media?
Join those of us doing something about it.
8 honestreporting.com/signup/

facebook.com/HonestReporting
youtube.com/HonestReportingVideo
twitter.com/HonestReporting

“I learned so much today about 
the power of news media to shape 
people’s views. Now I see how 
important it is, for each person to 
play a part in standing up to anti-
Israel bias. Thanks, HR!”

 – Arielle, Golda Och Academy

Mail and Gifts
P.O. Box 7905
Jerusalem 9107802 
Israel

MediaCentral
8 Harav Kook Street
Jerusalem 94226 
Israel

HR U.S. Office
10024 Skokie Blvd.
Suite 202
Skokie, IL 60077-9945 U.S.A.

HonestReporting is a U.S.A. non-profit 501(c)(3) charitable organization as recognized by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).
Our ID# is 06-1611-859.

Your generous tax-deductible donations make a real difference.

Defending Israel From Media Bias
HonestReporting MediaCentral

International Headquarters
Heichal Shlomo Building
58 King George St.
Jerusalem 9426223 Israel


