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our quarterly review of

program highlights Honest Reporting is fighting BDS.
See more on Page 5.
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2015 Third quarTer rePOrT

highlights from July through September

Join over 11 
million people 

on Facebook 
who have been 
exposed to our 

work so far in 
2015!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bxm7ftF-UXMtZVgzN3Q1N09XQjQ/view?usp=sharing
mailto:jonny%40m-central.org?subject=Request%20for%20Q3%20Report
https://www.flickr.com/photos/stevenritzer/8558259610/
http://www.honestreporting.com
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CORRECTIONS
HonestReporting achieved 
corrections in a number of 
media outlets this quarter.

CLARIFICATION: This 
item previously located 
the Al Aqsa mosque in 
‘Jerusalem, Palestine’ and 
stated that Palestinians 
were denied access to 
the Noble Sanctuary by 
Israeli security forces. 
Since the status of East 
Jerusalem is not settled, 
we have removed mention 
of ‘Palestine’. We have 
also amended the text to 
clarify that, for security 
reasons, access for some 
Palestinians is sometimes 
restricted, not entirely 
denied.

The Telegraph changed a headline that incorrectly asserted that an Israeli security 
fence on its border with Jordan was to “keep Syrian refugees out.”

The Telegraph also 
amended the text and 
issued a clarification 
(below) after 
misleadingly locating 
the Al-Aqsa Mosque in 
“Jerusalem, Palestine.”

The New York Times issued a correction (below) 
to a misleading headline following a complaint 
from HonestReporting.

Correction: September 16, 2015
An earlier version of this article’s headline misstated where the rock throwing 
attack took place. As the article correctly reported, it was in East Jerusalem, not 
in the West Bank.
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Al Aqsa Mosque, Jerusalem, Palestine

The third holiest place in Islam is inside the al-Haram al-Sharif, or the Noble Sanctuary in the Unesco-listed Old City of 
Jerusalem. The Al-Aqsa mosque - destroyed by earthquakes and rebuilt several times throughout history - was used as a 
palace by the medieval Crusaders, but subsequent Islamic caliphates carried out repairs and restored it as a place of worship. 
Jerusalem’s Old City is currently under Israeli control, and worship at the Noble Sanctuary is limited to Muslims only, but 
tension between Palestinians and Israelis mean that the former find themselves denied access to the site by the latter’s 
security forces.

The world’s most beautiful mosques

http://www.honestreporting.com
http://honestreporting.com/telegraph-changes-refugee-fence-headline/
http://honestreporting.com/telegraph-places-al-aqsa-mosque-in-jerusalem-palestine/
http://honestreporting.com/new-york-times-headline-fail-over-west-bank-attack-in-jerusalem/


Q2 2015 HALF-YEAR REPORT   //   PAGE 3 WWW.HONESTREPORTING.COM

The Independent corrected an 
article that wrongly stated that 
the West Bank is “almost entirely fenced off by a high wall.”

Almost immediately after being notified of the error, Reuters 
changed a headline that had inferred that Israeli PM Netanyahu 
planned to “shoot young Palestinian stone-throwers.”

CORRECTIONS

Simon Plosker published an opinion 
piece in The Times of Israel drawing 
attention to Royal Jordanian’s omission 
of Israel from its on board maps.

The article was selected for the 
Featured section of the TOI website 
and received over 1,000 likes on     
Facebook.

Alex Margolin was also published in 
The Times of Israel in a passionate 
response to Peter Beinart’s assertion 
that there is a “crisis in Zionism.” 
Margolin argued that the real crisis was 
that the term “Zionism” has become 
pejorative even for Israel’s friends.

CITATIONS:

Our criticism of the New York Times’s 
coverage of a fatal Palestinian rock 
throwing attack attracted front page 
attention at The Algemeiner.

HR IN THE MEDIA
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WHAT DO AMERICAN JEWISH LEADERS 
THINK OF THE IRAN DEAL?

IDF keeps Hamas 
chiefs locked down 
over Israelis held in 
Gaza
Citing 2 captives held by terror group, 
army denies travel permits for medical 
care, sisters’ attendance at wedding 
in Strip

Israel is not on Royal 
Jordanian’s Map
SIMON PLOSKER found 
that the airline of a country 
at peace with Israel flies 
to Tel Aviv but erases the 
Jewish state’s sovereinty

BY STUART WINER

TOP OPS

BLOGGER

Alex Margolin

here is a crisis of Zionism, but it’s not, as Peter Beinart 
wrote in his book by that name, that Zionism is at risk of 
“failing the tet of Jewish power.”

The deeper crisis is that the word has become toxic in some circles, including 
among American Jews. Israel’s enemies have always used the word Zionism 
pejoratively. Now, it’s taking on that same meaning with Israel’s friends. 

Media watchdog HonestReporting accused The New 
York Times on Wednesday of being sympathetic to 
stone-throwing by Palestinians, after the publication 
reported on the incident in which an Israeli was killed 
when his car was pelted by rocks on the eve of Rosh 
Hashanah. The New York Times headlined the article: 
“Jewish Man Dies as Rocks Pelt His Car in West 
Bank.” The piece focuses on Alexander...

HonestReporting says The New york Times omitted 
important facts from its headline about the attack that 
killed an Israeli on the eve of Rosh Hashanah. Photo: 
HonestReporting/Facebook.

READ FULL STORY

Media Watchdog Accuses New York Times of Acting as 
‘Apologist’ for Palestinian Rock-Throwing

Get The Times of Israel’s Daily Edition by email 
and never miss our top stories

T

http://www.honestreporting.com
http://honestreporting.com/the-independent-tears-down-the-high-wall/
http://honestreporting.com/the-independent-tears-down-the-high-wall/
http://honestreporting.com/reuters-headline-fail-netanyahu-threatens-to-shoot-stone-throwers/
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/jordanian-airline-flies-to-israel-while-erasing-it-from-the-map/
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/the-real-crisis-of-zionism/
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/the-real-crisis-of-zionism/
http://www.algemeiner.com/2015/09/16/media-watchdog-accuses-new-york-times-of-acting-as-apologist-for-palestinian-rock-throwing/
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James Taranto cited HonestReporting 
in the Wall Street Journal when 
addressing CNN’s Fareed Zakaria 
commenting on the Jewish 
background of Senator Chuck Schumer 
who opposed the Iranian nuclear deal.

HR’s exposure of CNN’s inclusion of Jerusalem’s 
Old City on its list of sites most threatened by 
“extinction” grabbed the attention of The Times 
of Israel, JTA and Israel National News.

PETITIONS: 50,000 voices heard!
This quarter HonestReporting started a 
new initiative by asking readers to join 
several complaints filed with major media 
organizations. The result was that 50,000 
people added their voices to our efforts. We 
sent two letters to the BBC challenging an 
editorial comment that Iran doesn’t threaten 
Israel and appealing the BBC dismissal of 
charges against reporter Tim Willcox’s use of 
the term “Jewish hands.” These letters were 
signed by 20,000 people.

14,000 signed a letter to the Public Editor of 
the New York Times challenging an editorial 
comment that the United Nations Human 
Rights Council is not “obsessed” with Israel. 
When CNN ran a headline claiming that Israeli 
policies had pushed Jerusalem’s Old City to 
the verge of “extinction,” over 8,000 protested 
with us.

Our final petition asked for solidarity with 
our calls to stop the wave of hatred that 
was accompanying charges that Jews were 
responsible for a terrorist arson attack. Almost 
6,000 signed the “Stop the Hate” petition.STOP THE HATE

Q3 2015 THIRD QUARTER REPORT // PAGE 4 WWW.HONESTREPORTING.COM

Last chance to see: 25 magnificent 
structures on the verge of extinction

‘Bigotry, Pure and Simple’
The ugly attacks on Sen. Chuck Schumer

Tablet, which describes itself as “a daily online magazine of 
Jewish news, ideas, and culture,” has not taken an editorial 
position on President Obama’s deal with Iran. “Some of us 
support the deal,” the editors explain, “because - like a majority 
of American Jews - we support the president, and we sympathize 
with his aims of ending Iran’s pursuit of nuclear weapons while 

OPINION | BEST OF THE WEB

By JAMES TARANTO

Aug 10, 2015 2:06p.m. ET

http://www.honestreporting.com
http://www.wsj.com/articles/bigotry-pure-and-simple-1439230000
http://www.timesofisrael.com/dome-of-rock-tops-cnn-list-of-sites-on-verge-of-extinction-no-place-for-palmyra/
http://www.timesofisrael.com/dome-of-rock-tops-cnn-list-of-sites-on-verge-of-extinction-no-place-for-palmyra/
http://www.jta.org/2015/07/05/news-opinion/israel-middle-east/dome-of-the-rock-tops-cnn-list-of-structures-on-verge-of-extinction
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/199712%23.VgpZiI-qqkp
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FIGHTING BDS
HonestReporting continues to address the BDS 
movement with regular dedicated articles on its 
website, the most popular of which concerned the 
boycott of American Jewish musician Matisyahu by 
a Spanish reggae festival.

In addition, the Fighting BDS Facebook page has 
reached 9,900 members while the Fighting BDS 
Twitter feed has 580 followers.

The most popular Facebook post reached nearly 
28,000 people. (Refer to image 1 on page 6)

In addition, Alex Margolin was published a number 
of times in The Algemeiner on issues concerning 
BDS.

HonestReporting published its second E-book in the 
third quarter. The 48-page publication focused on 
revealing the true motives of the BDS movement. 1
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729 = ISRAEL

U.S. Jewish musician Matisyahu

7  2 9 00 0 0   00 0 0 0 0

Top Tweet  earned 4,666 impressions

As SodaStream, one of 
the top targets for the 
Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions (BDS) 
movement, shuts its 
West Bank factory and 
moves over the Green 
Line - taking hundreds 
of well-paying jobs with 

The BDS Movement Is Actually 
Hurting Palestinians

9,930 people like this

http://www.honestreporting.com
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Facebook:

HR’s Facebook has 43,000 members.

Growth rate: 250-350/week 

Most popular post reached more 
than 80,000 people.

Second most popular post: Sharable 
graphic of Matisyahu that reached 
49,000

Twitter:

HR’s Twitter has 15,700 followers.

Top tweet: 8,415 impressions.

SOCIAL 
MEDIA

IMPACT 
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Top Tweet  earned 8,415 impressions

HonestReporting

HonestReporting

The Matisyahu saga reveals what BDS really is - a hate group 
that targets Jews because of their political views.

BDS May Regret Geting Matisyahu Banned from 
Festival

“Honestly it was 
appalling and offensive 
that the one publicly 
Jewish-American 
scheduled for the 
festival they were 
trying to coerce me into 
political statements.”

-Matisyahu statement 
after being dropped from 
Rototom Sunsplash Reggae 
Festival for refusing to make 
pro-Palestinian statement, 
August 18, 2015

If there was ever a case that showed the true face of BDS, the saga of Jewish reggae 
artist Matisyahu and his ouster from a music festival in Spain might well...

August 19

August 18

HONESTREPORTING.COM

839 Likes  59 Comments   485 Shares

909 Likes  32 Comments   262 Shares

Like

Like

81.4K

49K

6.9K

1.9K

People Reached

People Reached

Posts Clicked

Posts Clicked

Comment

Comment

Share

Share

SodaStream CEO has some harsh words for 
BDS. pic.twitter.com/ufZladnJau

SodaStream CEO Daniel Birnbaum on BDS: 
“It’s propaganda. It’s politics. It’s hate. It’s 
antisemitism. It’s all the bad stuff we don’t 
want to be part of.”

...
“SodaStream should have been 
encouraged in the West Bank if [the 
BDS movement] truly cared about the 
Palestinian people.”

http://www.honestreporting.com
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TV AND RADIO
HonestReporting produced 
six new videos in the third 
quarter and our YouTube 
video channel received 
28,000 views with 115,000 
minutes of our content 
watched.

HonestReporting’s Yarden 
Frankl appeared on the Voice 
of Israel radio show eight 
times in the third quarter 
with an estimated listening 
audience of 16,000.

ISRAEL DAILY NEWS STREAM

GUEST POSTS

      Q3 Stats

Page Views: 400,448         
Unique Views: 359,464

      Year-to-Date Stats

Page Views: 1.4 million    
Unique Views: 1.25 million

      Projected Year-End Stats

Page Views: 1.88 million 
Unique Views: 1.67 million

HonestReporting published 
contributions from Professor 
Cherryl Smith on the uses 
and abuses of the language 
surrounding the Iranian 
nuclear deal as well as 
Blankfeld Award winner for 
2014 Elijah Granet, who argued 
against conceding the campus 
battleground to the BDS 
movement.

In addition, New Zealand 
pro-Israel activists Richard 
Parker, Dr. David Cumin and 

Juliet Moses wrote about their 
success in taking Radio New 
Zealand to the New Zealand 
Broadcasting Standards 
Authority after the station 
broadcast two controversial 
items about Israel in which, 
amongst other things, an 
interviewee stated that 
Israel’s actions in Gaza were 
“genocidal” and that “Zionism 
and apartheid are the spiritual 
twin of Nazism.”

The IDNS is the most comprehensive and engaging roundup of the news that matters. That’s why 
we’ve increased our readership by the thousands.
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Blankfeld Award winner Elijah Granet.

http://www.honestreporting.com
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Dr. Jonathan Spyer on Mideast Hot Spots
With the rise of the so-called Islamic State, 

multiple groups fighting each other in the 
disintegrating states of Syria and Iraq, the bitter 
Sunni-Shia conflict and the competing interests of 
state actors and their proxies, the Middle East has 
never been more confusing for the casual observer. 
Not to mention the recent Iranian nuclear deal 
that has the potential to alter the balance of power 
within the region.

To make sense of it all, nearly 100 people joined 
HonestReporting to hear Dr. Jonathan Spyer, the 
Director of the Rubin Center, IDC Herzliya and 
a fellow at the Middle East Forum on July 23 in 
Jerusalem.

Using his experiences traveling to some of the 
Mideast hot spots, including most recently Iraq, Dr. 
Spyer expertly wove together the various threads 
that link the multiple conflicts affecting the region 
as well as addressing the impact of Iran’s nefarious 
influence and the effects on Israeli security and 
diplomacy. He addressed how those Arab states 
that lacked a unified national identity or national 
institutions have imploded over the course of 
the past five years, for example Syria, Iraq, Libya, 
Yemen, while others that did have strong national 
identities and institutions such as Egypt or Tunisia, 
have avoided this scenario.

The YouTube recording of Dr. Spyer’s lecture has 
been viewed over 2,000 times.

HONESTREPORTING EVENTS

Q3 2015 THIRD QUARTER REPORT // PAGE 8 WWW.HONESTREPORTING.COM

http://www.honestreporting.com
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Gary Kenzer, HR’s USA National 
Director,appeared at the following 
venues:

• Ezra Habonim, Niles Township, 
Skokie, Illinois

• Local Illinois TV production with a 
representative from StandWithUs

• North Shore chapter of Jewish War 
Veterans (see below)

SPEAKING 
ENGAGEMENTS

In early August, Joe Hyams was invited to address 
the Jewish National Fund’s Future Leaders Mission, 
along with fellow speaker MK Yoel Hasson. The group 
comprised JNFuture leaders from across the United 
States. The leaders serve on their local JNFuture 
boards and have proven a commitment to Israel and 
JNF. This Israel trip featured meetings with leaders 
who have made their mark in various aspects of 
Israeli life. Joe answered questions late into the night 
on issues that included Israel-Diaspora relations and 
communications challenges for American Jewish 
Leadership today.

Joe Hyams Briefs JNF
Futures Mission

HonestReporting sadly said goodbye to our 
social media manager Talia Felix. Talia will be 
missed for her flair with Facebook and Twitter 
posts, and her initiative opening new channels 
for promoting HonestReporting’s media alerts, 
petitions, and educational materials.

Goodbye to Talia Felix
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“I can honestly say that the time you gave to the group was a highlight of the trip! Thank 

you from the bottom of my heart for your passion and commitment to the State of 

Israel. I know you inspred me and the others to be more active participants in the israel 

conversation.”
       Thank you, Jessica

http://www.honestreporting.com


Tired of seeing Israel slammed in the media?
Join those of us doing something about it.
8 honestreporting.com/signup/

facebook.com/HonestReporting
youtube.com/HonestReportingVideo
twitter.com/HonestReporting

“I learned so much today about 
the power of news media to shape 
people’s views. Now I see how 
important it is, for each person to 
play a part in standing up to anti-
Israel bias. Thanks, HR!”

 – Arielle, Golda Och Academy

HonestReporting Missions and Field Tours

Mail and Gifts
P.O. Box 7905
Jerusalem 9107802 
Israel

MediaCentral
8 Harav Kook Street
Jerusalem 94226 
Israel

HonestReporting Speaking Events

HR U.S. Office
10024 Skokie Blvd.
Suite 202
Skokie, IL 60077-9945 U.S.A.

HonestReporting is a U.S.A. non-profit 501(c)(3) charitable organization as recognized by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).
Our ID# is 06-1611-859.

Your generous tax-deductible donations make a real difference.

Defending Israel From Media Bias
HonestReporting MediaCentral

International Headquarters
Heichal Shlomo Building
58 King George St.
Jerusalem 9426223 Israel

http://honestreporting.com/signup/
http://youtube.com/HonestReportingVideo
http://twitter.com/HonestReporting
http://facebook.com/HonestReporting
http://facebook.com/HonestReporting
http://youtube.com/HonestReportingVideo
http://twitter.com/HonestReporting

