
Welcome to HonestReporting’s Q1 
report for 2016. We’ve already hit the 
ground running with the release of 
our flagship product for this year, “Red 
Lines: The Eight Categories of Media 
Bias” – a downloadable e-book to 
educate media consumers about news 
literacy.

We have brought together 
detailed knowledge about how news 
monitoring works, in a way that is 
understandable and easily usable 
for grassroots communities. By 
demystifying the ways in which media 
bias is qualified and quantified, we’re 
empowering an ever-growing number 
of news consumers to recognize just 

how damaging poor news coverage can 
be, and how powerful their efforts are 
when they have the tools to respond 
effectively.

With the rash of inaccurate reporting 
of a continuing wave of Palestinian 
terror, the ability to recognize and 
respond to media bias is as important 
as ever. Even Israel’s Foreign 
Press Association has credited 
HonestReporting’s role in 
achieving corrections and 
holding the media accountable, 
while National Public Radio 
(NPR) publicly cited HR as a 
driving force in the removal 
of a faulty map from the 

broadcaster’s website.

With the addition of new team 
members, whom you can read about in 
this report, we’ve increased our articles, 
videos and social media reach to new 
heights. We invite you to see what 
we’ve already achieved so far this year 
with the promise of more to come.
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HonestReporting is proud to publish its comprehensive 
guide for empowering news audiences: “Red Lines: The Eight 
Categories of Media Bias.”

Why do most news reports often 
leave out the term “terrorist” and use 
the vague label “militant?” Should 
journalists have to give equal time to 
different perspectives? Do journalists 
often use their own opinions when 
they should be more objective? How 
accurate is news coverage of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict?

There are different types of media bias. 
HonestReporting breaks them down 
into eight categories with 
examples from modern 
journalism. A “must read” 
for anyone attempting 
to understand whether 

the news reports they are reading are 
accurate or biased.

Although HonestReporting focuses 
primarily on news coverage of Israel, the 
principles of Red Lines can be applied 
to all news topics and will be useful to 
anyone who is passionate about the 
world we live in.

Red Lines is available for purchase as an 
e-book for a small fee on Amazon, where 
you can also see a short preview.

HR PUBLISHES “RED LINES” E-BOOK 
TO EMPOWER MEDIA AUDIENCES
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http://www.amazon.com/Red-Lines-HonestReportings-Categories-English-ebook/dp/B01BLFPD1I
http://www.amazon.com/Red-Lines-HonestReportings-Categories-English-ebook/dp/B01BLFPD1I
http://www.amazon.com/Red-Lines-HonestReportings-Categories-English-ebook/dp/B01BLFPD1I
http://honestreporting.com/news-literacy-the-eight-categories-of-media-bias/
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Following outrage over an appalling 
CBS News headline, head of Israel’s 
Foreign Press Association (FPA) Luke 
Baker of Reuters, appeared before a sub-
committee meeting of the Knesset’s 
Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee 
examining the impact of media bias, 
which he termed a “witch-hunt.”

The FPA’s written submission to the 
committee cited HonestReporting as 
a group that tries “to find errors or 
perceived bias in the foreign media’s 
coverage and make direct contact with 
senior editors to request corrections 
or changes.” The submission stated 
that “foreign media editors take very 

seriously any errors brought to their 
attention. Corrections are frequently 
issued.”

FOREIGN PRESS ASSOCIATION 
ACKNOWLEDGES 
HONESTREPORTING’S 
EFFECTIVENESS

http://www.timesofisrael.com/foreign-press-chief-to-mks-were-not-biased-against-israel/
http://www.timesofisrael.com/foreign-press-chief-to-mks-were-not-biased-against-israel/
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/israel-witch-hunting-the-foreign-press/
http://www.fpa.org.il/?categoryId=73840
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CASE STUDIES

PUTTING ISRAEL 
BACK ON THE MAP

Over the first few months of 2016, HonestReporting achieved several significant 
corrections, including in the following media outlets:

 » ABC News Australia
 » The Guardian
 » Health Professions Council of 

South Africa Bulletin

 » The Independent
 » National Public Radio (NPR)
 » Newsweek
 » New York Times

NPR

Following National Public Radio’s 
(NPR) removal of an illustrative 
map that included “Palestine” in place 
of Israel, Elizabeth Jensen, NPR’s 
ombudsman explained how the errors 
came to be, citing HonestReporting’s role:

The map portion of the illustration 
had a number of mistakes, the most 
notable being that Israel was labeled 
as “Palestine.” There were other 
errors, as well, as an editor’s note 
details. After the online pro-Israel 
publication HonestReporting posted a report that focused on the 
exclusion of Israel, critical emails began coming in. NPR’s editors 
moved swiftly to remove the map Sunday evening, as they should 
have.

Thanks to coverage in media outlets such as The Times of Israel, Jerusalem 
Post, Algemeiner, Israel National News and Breitbart News, NPR found itself the 
object of some unwanted publicity, courtesy of HonestReporting.

Photo credit: screenshot from NPR website

http://honestreporting.com/npr-erases-israel-from-the-map/
http://honestreporting.com/npr-erases-israel-from-the-map/
http://www.npr.org/sections/ombudsman/2016/01/25/464342251/npr-s-error-filled-map-an-explanation
http://honestreporting.com/npr-erases-israel-from-the-map/
http://www.timesofisrael.com/npr-apologizes-for-map-that-erased-israel/
http://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/NPR-illustrative-photo-wipes-Israel-off-the-map-442692
http://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/NPR-illustrative-photo-wipes-Israel-off-the-map-442692
http://news.google.com/news/url?sr=1&sa=t&ct2=en_il%2F0_0_s_2_0_t&usg=AFQjCNEaAf39LwNc-P8Xd2Ap7h0LlK52FQ&did=605a31bce28c7c1e&cid=52779037416543&ei=Y66oVvCbMIHl1gaAz7LgDQ&rt=STORY&vm=STANDARD&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.algemeiner.com%2F2016%2F01%2F25%2Fnpr-publishes-map-replacing-israel-with-palestine%2F
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/207007
http://www.breitbart.com/big-journalism/2016/01/26/npr-erases-israel-from-the-map/
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HEALTH PROFESSIONS COUNCIL 
OF SOUTH AFRICA

An article in the 2016 Bulletin of the Health Professions Council of South 
Africa included a world map that erased the country of Israel and replaced it with the 
label, “Palestine.”

Following a call to action from HonestReporting, the HPCSA responded to 
complainants with an email that included the following:

Please accept our apology for the delayed response and any 
inconvenience caused, as we are currently receiving a high volume of 
e-mails.

With reference to the article on Gift of the Givers and their humanitarian 
work done over the years: we take note of the printing error on page 
13 where a part of the state of Israel is incorrectly marked as an area of 
activity of the aforementioned charity organisation. We wish to state that 
neither the HPCSA or Gift of the Givers intended to create the impression 
that the territory in question was part of another country. The HPCSA 
apologises for this oversight.

Photo credit: Photo of map from article in 
2016 Bulletin of the Health Professions 

Council of South Africa.
 

http://www.hpcsa.co.za/
http://www.hpcsa.co.za/
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In addition, Joe Hyams has been 
published three times in The Times of 
Israel, while Simon Plosker has been 
published in The Algemeiner and Times 
of Israel.

HonestReporting has been featured or cited in 
the following media outlets as a result of its work 
during the first quarter:

 » The Algemeiner
 » Breitbart News
 » Israel Hayom
 » Israel National 

News

 » Jerusalem Post
 » JNS
 » J-Wire (Australia)
 » Times of Israel

March 26, 2016

January 18, 2016 

February 10, 2016

January 19, 2016

January 25, 2016

http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/why-was-dafna-meir-ignored-by-the-international-media/
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/the-foreign-press-corps-dangerous-blind-spot/
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/flying-in-the-face-of-bds-what-fuels-the-hate/
https://www.algemeiner.com/2016/01/25/haaretzs-owner-proves-paper-has-an-anti-israel-political-agenda/
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/israel-witch-hunting-the-foreign-press/
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/israel-witch-hunting-the-foreign-press/
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Facebook Twitter

from the same period one year ago to nearly

 4.5

Our Facebook page has increased its number 
of Likes (“members” of the page) by some 
6,000 during the first three months of the 
year and has reached

A conscious effort to further increase our Twit-
ter output was at the forefront of our thinking 
when we hired new staff in February. 

This is reflected in the

Twitter Total Impressions Q1 comparison

Facbook Total Reach Q1 comparison

HonestReporting’s total reach on Facebook 
has increased by an astonishing 

79%

30%
increase in Twitter activity from the same 
period one year ago.

58,000

2,496,106

4,458,541

20162015

247,800

321,000

20162015

million 
people.

Facebook post February 23,2016

Roseanne Barr Retweet, February 27,2016

https://www.facebook.com/HonestReporting
https://twitter.com/honestreporting


Israeli Apartheid 
Week video

Headlines video March 9 Terror 
Attacks video

HonestReporting has taken its regular videos to 
a new level of professionalism and impact. This is 
reflected in the figures:

People Reached People Reached People Reached

67,636 
Video Views (Facebook)

6,367
on YouTube

41,035 
Video Views (Facebook)

13,454 
on YouTube

30,644
Video Views (Facebook)

2,538
on YouTube

5,151
Reactions, Comments & Shares

In addition, celebrity comedienne 
and TV star Roseanne Barr engaged 
in a comment discussion on YouTube 
regarding this video.

3,620
Reactions, Comments & Shares

2,514
Reactions, Comments & Shares

315,815 197,628 152,242

Apartheid

Q1 Videos
2016



HonestReporting is delighted to have hired a 
number of new employees over the past few 
months, bringing new ideas and enthusiasm 
to our activities.

Daniel began his career as an 
attorney in the United States where 
he worked for high profile law firms 
in New York and Chicago before 
starting his own law practice. Daniel’s 
work as a business lawyer led him 
eventually to the world of publishing 
and communications where he 
held positions such as Executive 
Editor and Chief Executive Officer. 
Meanwhile, in 2011 Daniel’s passion 
for Israel led him to make Aliya, and 
finally, in 2016, Daniel arrived at 
HonestReporting, where he combines 
his commitment to fairness and 
analytical thought with his love for 
communications and his dedication 
to Israel.

Zahava is originally from London and 
moved to Israel in 2014. She has a 
degree in Writing for Media from 
London South Bank University. As part 
of that degree, in an exam on media 
ethics she researched and wrote an 
essay proving the media’s bias against 
Israel, using HonestReporting’s 
analysis.

She has previously worked at United 
Synagogue in London and NGO 
Monitor in Israel.

Bentzi is HR’s graphic designer and 
digital developer. He manages the 
design materials, branding assets, 
print products, website and email 
code, so that the look and feel of HR’s 
brand is cohesive and professional. 
He specializes in typography and 
creative design for digital and 
traditional mediums while adapting 
them to all platforms. Bentzi grew 
up in Jerusalem, served in the IDF 
Givati combat infantry brigade and 
graduated with honors from the 
Design of Visual Communications 
Department of Holon Institute of 
Technology (HIT) and from Hadassah 
College in Jerusalem.

Daniel 
Pomerantz

Zahava 
Raymond

Bentzi
Binder

Senior Editor Associate Editor Lead Designer
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The evening began with a session 
specifically organized for foreign 
students in Israel from three different 
programs: the Argov Fellows at IDC 
Herzliya; Rothberg International 
School at Hebrew University; and 
Israel Government Fellows from the 
Menachem Begin Heritage Center. 
The students were given an exclusive 
briefing with Ishmael about his 
experiences fighting BDS during his 
diplomatic postings in London and San 
Francisco; followed by a question and 
answer session where he offered his 
advice for tackling the problem. The 
session was also live-tweeted in order 
to share and increase the impact of 
his message, connecting with a wider 
audience, and interacting with relevant 
partners and organizations on Twitter.

This is part of HonestReporting’s 
initiative to generate more involvement 
with students, who represent the new 
generation of leaders and advocates. 
Facts and knowledge alone are not 
enough; what matters is training 
students in communications literacy 
so that they are able to convincingly 
articulate those facts. HR will remain in 

contact with the students and provide 
them with the resources and support 
they need for their endeavors. As a direct 
result of the evening, Ishmael agreed 
to help a student with her thesis. Her 
enthusiastic feedback read:

“My classmates and I had 
a wonderful time, and it 
was an honor to listen to 
Ishmael Khaldi! ... Thank 
you again for making it 
possible for us to attend 
your amazing event!”

The second part of the evening had over 
100 attendees listen to Ishmael tell his 
story of becoming Israel’s first Bedouin 
diplomat.

In March, 
HonestReporting hosted 
a two-part event in 
Jerusalem with Israeli-
Bedouin diplomat 
Ishmael Khaldi, as part 
of our Laura & Peter 
Weinstein Speaker 
Series.

Q1 EVENTS
2016



Q1 EVENTS

HR Managing Editor Simon Plosker 
was honoured in January to receive the 
inaugural Maurice Ostroff Memorial 
Annual Award in recognition for 
services to Israel’s public diplomacy 
from the Truth Be Told grassroots 
advocacy organization. 

Maurice Ostroff was a well-loved and 
respected member of Israel’s expatriate 
South African community and heavily 
involved in Israel advocacy over 
many years.

The award was presented at the 
conclusion of a memorial event 
featuring a panel discussion with 
prominent figures including former 
Canadian Justice Minister Irwin Cotler, 
Jerusalem Post Editor-in-Chief Steve 
Linde, Jerusalem Center for Public 
Affairs Senior Fellow Dan Diker and 
Yedioth Ahronoth columnist Ben Dror 
Yemini.

Maurice Ostroff Award

Joe Hyams personally delivered HR’s recent 
petition concerning CBS News’s headlines and 
coverage of Israel.

Q1 Petitions



Q1
Joe Hyams was a 
featured speaker at the 
following events:

Q1 SPEAKING EVENTS
2016

• Tel Aviv Salon Speaker Series

• Panel discussion featuring Joe, IDF 
Foreign Media spokesman Lt. Col. 
Peter Lerner and Haaretz English 
website editor Charlotte Halle.

• Haifa University Advocacy Seminar

• Yedioth Ahranoth / Ynet Anti-BDS 
Conference

During the first quarter 
of 2016, Simon Plosker 
addressed the following 
events:

• Yeshiva University Israel Mission

• Australian Union of Jewish 
Students

• Tribe UK high school students

“Many many many thanks 
again for coming … 
You were awesome. You 
rocked. The crowd loved 
you. We loved you! “

   - TLV Salon



Q1 SPEAKING EVENTS

USA National Director Gary Kenzer addressed the 
following events, reaching nearly 1,900 people:

• Limmud events:

 » Arizona – 150 
 » attendees
 » Houston – 65
 » Winnipeg, Canada – 150

• Winnipeg:

 » Jewish Day School – 100
 » Congregation Etz Chayim – 250

• Arizona:

 » ASU Hillel – 10
 » Prescott County Evangelicals – 

35
 » Republican Jewish Coalition, 

Phoenix – 110
• Texas:

 » Brith Shalom Women’s Study 
Group, Houston – 18

• Florida:

 » Beit Sira sponsored trip,  
Miami – 190

 » Congregation Bnai Israel,  
Boca Raton – 275

• California:

 » The Israel Group and 
Congregation Bnai Israel,  
Tustin – 450

• Illinois:

 » Hadassah Northshore Chapter, 
Chicago – 75

Click here to see our quarterly review of

program highlights

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0Byd_mTcyFnn9RE9ZdHhBYldTTkU


Q1 SPEAKING EVENTS

Tired of seeing Israel slammed in the media?
Join those of us doing something about it.

 honestreporting.com/signup/ 

facebook.com/HonestReporting youtube.com/HonestReportingVideo twitter.com/HonestReporting

“I learned so much today 
about the power of news 
media to shape people’s 
views. Now I see how 
important it is, for each 
person to play a part in 
standing up to anti-Israel 
bias. Thanks, HR!”

 – Arielle, Golda Och Academy

HonestReporting is a U.S.A. non-profit 501(c)(3) charitable organization as recognized by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).
Our ID# is 06-1611-859.

Defending Israel From Media Bias
HonestReporting MediaCentral

Mail and Gifts
P.O. Box 7905
Jerusalem 9107802 
Israel

MediaCentral
8 Harav Kook Street
Jerusalem 94226 Israel

HR U.S. Office
10024 Skokie Blvd.
Suite 202
Skokie, IL 60077-9945 U.S.A.

International Headquarters
Heichal Shlomo Building
58 King George St.
Jerusalem 9426223 Israel

Your generous tax-deductible donations make a real difference.

https://www.youtube.com/user/HonestReportingVideo
http://honestreporting.com/a/signups/signup.html
https://www.facebook.com/HonestReporting
https://twitter.com/honestreporting
https://www.facebook.com/HonestReporting
https://www.youtube.com/user/HonestReportingVideo
https://twitter.com/honestreporting

