
Welcome to HonestReporting’s 
Q2 report for 2016. As we reach 
the halfway point of the year, our 
organization continues to grow in 
all areas from impressive statistics 
on social media to increasing media 
coverage of our work and successes 
in holding the mainstream media 
to account.

But it’s not only the numbers that 
are important. HonestReporting has 
invested in people. The participants 
in our 25th Mission to Israel 
overwhelmingly stated that their 

confidence in defending Israel had 
improved as a result of the intensive 
week spent with us.

We are also delighted to welcome 
Julie Hazan, our new East Coast 
Development and Community 
Engagement Director bringing our 
operations in the New York area to 
a whole new level. You can find out 
more in this report about this exciting 
expansion of HonestReporting’s 
activities, with a promise of more to 
come in the months ahead.
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Q2 Corrections 
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CASE STUDIES

Over the second quarter of 2016, 
HonestReporting achieved significant 
corrections in the following media 
outlets:

 » Foreign Policy magazine
 » International Business Times
 » Daily Beast
 » Time magazine
 » Glasgow Herald
 » The Independent

The Daily Beast

In a classic example of HonestReporting’s ability to get results 
through grassroots action, an HonestReporting subscriber alerted us 
to an anti-Semitic image in the Daily Beast.

The use in the image of a traditional Jewish skullcap complete 
with a Star of David made a wholly false linkage between alleged 
misdemeanors in a private Israeli clinic and the Jewish people as a 
whole. The implication was that any wrongdoing by this clinic was 
linked to Judaism as well as Israel.

HonestReporting contacted the Daily Beast to request 
that the image be removed. We also tweeted the 
journalists behind the article:

Israel has continued to suffer from a wave of Palestinian violence and on 
multiple occasions international media skewed the story with inaccurate 
headlines and faulty journalism. Once again, by exposing bias and 
inaccuracies and prompting corrections, HonestReporting was there holding 
the media to account.

Shortly after, the image was removed.

Before After

https://twitter.com/HonestReporting/status/731840795490287617


Q2 In the Media
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HonestReporting’s position as a leading authority in its field has been recognized 
particularly by Jewish and Israeli media. Our work was also the focus of a major 
feature article in Zman magazine.

HonestReporting has been 
featured or cited in the 
following media outlets as a 
result of its work during the 
second quarter:

 » The Algemeiner
 » The Blaze
 » Breitbart News
 » European Jewish Press
 » Israel Hayom
 » Israel National News
 » Jerusalem Post
 » J-Wire

http://www.breitbart.com/big-journalism/2016/04/13/nyt-publishes-article-claiming-state-israel-replaced-palestinian-homeland/
http://www.breitbart.com/big-journalism/2016/04/13/nyt-publishes-article-claiming-state-israel-replaced-palestinian-homeland/
https://www.algemeiner.com/2016/04/10/media-watchdog-slams-newsweek-for-apartheid-in-maternity-room-headline-on-piece-about-israeli-hospitals/
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HonestReporting continues to expose many headline fails as the media 
misreports Palestinian terrorism against Israelis

https://www.algemeiner.com/2016/06/17/media-analyst-flood-libel-highlights-media-willingness-to-frame-israel-as-malevolent-force-oppressing-palestinians/


Q2 Social Media Impact
2016

Facebook Twitter

Web Site

Total reach

with a one day record on June 9 of

310,000 
and a one week record from 
June 8 to June 14 of 

656,518. 

This represents an increase of 

40%  
from the second quarter of 2015.
Page likes (our Facebook followers) 
crossed the 60,000 mark, increasing 
from 58,546 to 62,900.
This also represents a  

60% increase  
from the second quarter of 2015.

HonestReporting’s Twitter feed 
continues to grow.
This is reflected in the

Total page views

598,248
Unique page views

540,147

720.7K 
impressions, 

at an average of  

9.4K 
 impressions per day. 

This represents an increase of 

59%  
from the second quarter of 2015.

3,670,320
Top performing videos on Facebook 
included: 

UNbelievable  

181K REACH  
(8K views on YouTube)

Is Israel Killing Palestinian Children?  

179K REACH 
(5.3K views on YouTube)

“Real People Real Stories” (Personal 
interview about an 8 year old surviving a 
terror attack) 

97.8K REACH 
(2.8K views on YouTube)

Both during times of crisis and 
in quieter periods, our reach 
and readership continues to 
expand, particularly on social 
media, where you can see some 
impressive statistics below.
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Q2 Red Lines
2016

HonestReporting is committed to educating our 
readers and news consumers about news literacy 
and how to effectively recognize media bias.

We’ve done this through our flagship Red Lines 
downloadable e-book, which continues to receive 
outstanding reviews on Amazon where it is 
available to buy.

In addition, this quarter we’ve started converting each category of media bias into individual easily digestible videos featuring 
experts and media personalities commenting on the content and issues, including the Jerusalem Post’s Steve Linde and Gil 
Hoffman, The Algemeiner’s Ruthie Blum, and Dan Diker of the Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs.

These videos, “Misleading Definitions and Terminology,” “Imbalanced Reporting,” and “Opinions Disguised as News” have so 
far achieved:

  Facebook

206,000   REACH

 +    Facebook 
84,000   VIEWS

https://www.facebook.com/HonestReporting
https://www.facebook.com/HonestReporting


Q2 USA Expansion
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JULIE HAZAN LAUNCHES HONESTREPORTING’S 
NEW YORK CITY HUB

We’re proud to announce that Julie Hazan has joined the 
organization as East Coast Development and Community 
Engagement Director. She will be responsible for establishing 
our New York City area hub, resource planning, and community 
outreach, including Israel Mission alumni engagement.

According to HonestReporting CEO Joe Hyams, “Now is 
the time to meet the overwhelming demand for grassroots 
educational and media training. Young professionals in metro 
communities are eager to increase their level of news literacy. 
Julie brings the experience and cultural breadth to take our 
global reach to a whole new level.”

Ms. Hazan worked most recently in communications and 
fundraising development at the Moise Safra Center in 
NYC after spending six years at The Israel Project, both in 
Washington, D.C. and in Jerusalem, where she carried out 
extensive research focusing on European media coverage of 
Israel and the Middle East.

A native of France (and a current New Yorker) Ms. Hazan 
has also worked in training French-Jewish leaders and 

students in strategic 
communication, 
developing media tours and organizing press events. She said:

“Growing up in France and living and working in Washington, 
D.C., Jerusalem and now New York, has given me a real-
world awareness of the challenges facing Jews globally. I am 
passionate about journalism and the fair representation of 
Israel to the next generation. No one understands the shifting 
media landscape and influence of social media globally as well 
as HonestReporting, and I’m thrilled to play a central role in 
the organization’s expansion.”

Hyams explained, “The idea to bring Julie on board began 
with our key financial supporters who wish to see the incoming 
generation drive our philanthropic goals. They recognize 
that young leadership is the way to ensure that our work 
of defending Israel from media bias remains relevant and 
engaging into the future.”

For New York area inquires you can contact:  
julie@honestreporting.com

STAFF VISIT TO JERUSALEM PUZZLE 
QUEST

It was a fun-packed afternoon as HonestReporting and MediaCentral staff 
joined together for a team building and bonding exercise, working together 
to solve the secrets of Jerusalem Puzzle Quest – the city’s latest and most 
intriguing attraction.

CHAIRPERSON’S ANNUAL BBQ

Thanks to HonestReporting’s Chairperson David Barish 
and his wife Linda for opening their home to HR staff and 
their families for our annual barbeque. Our team continues 
to expand!
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Q2 Events
2016

Northern Border Field Trip

HonestReporting continues to organize highly 
successful events for the Anglo-Israeli community 
and visitors to Israel. 

In early May following the conclusion of the 
Passover holiday, 65 participants from Israel and 
beyond joined Middle East and Jewish history 
expert Yisrael Ne’eman for a full-day field trip to 
Israel’s northern border.

Participants were treated to an overview of the 
Ayun Valley with a discussion of the development 
and failure of the Lebanese state, PLO intervention, 
Israeli involvement, and the rise of Hezbollah.

The group saw the border 
fence for themselves as 
part of a discussion of 
immediate security issues 
as well as an analysis of the 
previous Lebanon war.

Ideological and security 
issues, including Khomeinism, Iran and Hezbollah; 
the clash between Sunni and Shiite Islam, and 
ideologically motivated terrorism were also part 
of a successful day that was both educational 
and enjoyable.

Speaking Events

HonestReporting staff have spoken to groups and at events in 
the US, Canada and Israel reaching over 500 people.

In addition, USA Executive Director Gary Kenzer has appeared 
on a number of local radio programs and has been heard by 
over 80,000 listeners.
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MISSION

HonestReporting’s 25th Mission to Israel took place during 
May, bringing participants from the US, UK, Canada, 
Switzerland and Australia. The Mission opened with a very 
special talk from Israel Prize-winning photographer David 
Rubinger who took participants on a photographic journey of 
his life and the history of the State of Israel..

The group toured the studios of the i24 News channel in Jaffa, 
hearing from its CEO Frank Melloul who outlined his vision of 
Israeli TV news broadcasting in English, French, and Arabic to 
the world. Former spokesperson for the Israeli Prime Minister, 
Colonel (ret.) Miri Eisin expertly outlined Israel’s security 
challenges during a tour of the Seam Line region and the 
security barrier. Dr. Mordechai Kedar, Head of Arab Studies at 
Bar-Ilan University focused on the current struggle for the holy 
city of Jerusalem.

Following feedback from previous Mission participants, this 
latest Mission included an increased number of field tours. 
These included a full day in Israel’s northern region examining 
the relationships between Israel and its minority Arab, Druze 
and Bedouin communities. The Mission visited Tzfat’s Tziv 
Hospital where hundreds of Syrian victims of the civil war have 
been treated and nursed back to health. Participants were also 
hosted in the home of Israel’s first Bedouin diplomat, Ishmael 
Khaldi who gave a tour of his village and explained the 
situation of the Bedouin community in Israel.

The Mission also toured the Erez crossing on the Israel–Gaza 
border, learning how Israel facilitates significant amounts 
of aid and goods into Gaza, and allows ordinary Palestinians 
humanitarian and medical visits to Israel. This trip to Israel’s 
south also included a visit to the town of Sderot. Other Mission 
highlights included a visit to the Gush Etzion region.

Also during the Mission, participants were briefed by Israeli 
Arab journalist Khaled Abu Toameh, Jerusalem Post political 
correspondent Gil Hoffman, former Palestinian security 
prisoner and now peace activist Sulaiman Khatib, IDF Colonel 
(res.) Bentzi Gruber, and military analyst Elliot Chodoff. Mission 
participants also received effective public diplomacy training 
courtesy of David Olesker and Neil Lazarus. And, of course, no 
Mission would be complete without ample helpings of the 
finest food served in a selection of top restaurants.

Training and education is a central part of an HonestReporting 
Mission. Prior to coming on the Mission, participants were 
asked about their levels of confidence in discussing Israel and 
the Middle East with others. By the end of the Mission, 89% 
of participants felt very or extremely confident, compared 
with just 48% at the beginning.

To me this was such an 
enlightening time, such an 
incredible experience.
– Steven Luger, West Hartford, CT

Before coming here I thought I understood 
the issues, but here I met the real people 
and that is priceless. 
– Claude Barambon, Geneva, Switzerland

Alfei Menashe Lookout

David Rubinger

Future Mission inquiries: suzanne@honestreporting.com
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Tired of seeing Israel slammed in the media?
Join those of us doing something about it.

 honestreporting.com/signup/ 

facebook.com/HonestReporting youtube.com/HonestReportingVideo twitter.com/HonestReporting

“I learned so much today 
about the power of news 
media to shape people’s 
views. Now I see how 
important it is, for each 
person to play a part in 
standing up to anti-Israel 
bias. Thanks, HR!”

 – Arielle, Golda Och Academy

HonestReporting is a U.S.A. non-profit 501(c)(3) charitable organization as recognized by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).
Our ID# is 06-1611-859.

Defending Israel From Media Bias
HonestReporting MediaCentral

Mail and Gifts
P.O. Box 7905
Jerusalem 9107802 
Israel

MediaCentral
8 Harav Kook Street
Jerusalem 94226 Israel

HR U.S. Office
10024 Skokie Blvd.
Suite 202
Skokie, IL 60077-9945 U.S.A.

International Headquarters
Heichal Shlomo Building
58 King George St.
Jerusalem 9426223 Israel

Your generous tax-deductible donations make a real difference.

https://www.youtube.com/user/HonestReportingVideo
http://honestreporting.com/a/signups/signup.html
https://www.facebook.com/HonestReporting
https://twitter.com/honestreporting
https://www.facebook.com/HonestReporting
https://www.youtube.com/user/HonestReportingVideo
https://twitter.com/honestreporting

